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Red Squirrell
appreciation day!
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Dates for your Diary

Date Year group Event

27th January All Parents and 

Carers

9:00am-9:30am RSC Open Morning - come and see your child's showcase 

piece from the Romeo and Juliet unit.

2nd February All Parents and 

Carers

Short Reports Out to Parents

3rd February Year 6 Year 6 Trip to Parliament, London

7th February

9th February

All Parents and 

Carers

3:30pm -6:30pm Termly Learning Conference (Parent's Evening)

Sign up for your slot from Monday Jan 9th at 6pm

10th February Whole School School closes for half term

Tuesday 21st 

February

Whole School School open for the new term



Dear Parents and Carers,

We have come to the end of a truly amazing three week Shakespeare unit,

where children across the school have learned about the play, Romeo and

Juliet. Throughout the three weeks, children have developed their drama, dance

and musical skills to express their knowledge of the characters and the plot

further, along with their reading and writing skills. As a result of this learning

and these experiences, every child has produced a final piece of writing and art

work which are all outstanding!

I do hope you can come to our whole school showcase event next Friday

morning at 9am-9:30am to celebrate your child's outstanding work!

I hope you have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Best wishes

Mrs Fennelly
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Poster of the Week

At the end of our RSC, Romeo and 

Juliet unit, we are so proud of every 

child in school. Their focus and 

dedication to the unit has been 

superb and the writing and art 

outcomes are outstanding!!

The message that was shared today 

was how amazing every child is!
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Parents Evening / TLCs

Termly Learning Conferences (TLCs) on:

Tuesday February 7th and Thursday 

February 9th from 3:30pm - 6:30pm.

To book your appointment please contact 

the school office or visit:

https://simondesenlisorg.schoolcloud.co.uk/

https://simondesenlisorg.s
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Holland and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Holland

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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Being aware of children's mental health and well-being and being skilled to support this in school is extremely 

important to me and all the staff at school.

We know that children and adults will have times in their life when they need help and support with their mental 

health. Because of this there are many things that are in place at SDS if your child needs support-

• Mrs Holland and Miss Garrad are trained Mental Health Leads.

• We have a team of staff who are also trained to support children.

• We have a dedicated room, the pod, which is calm and peaceful and where support can be delivered in a 

comfortable setting.

• All classes take part in a weekly PSHE lesson, where children develop knowledge of relationships, feelings and 

emotions.

• Children have lessons where they create their 'hand of support'- those adults who they know they can go to if 

they are feeling unhappy or worried.

• Teachers and support staff are skilled to support children on a day to day basis and know when to refer to Mrs 

Holland or Miss Garrard.

• We work closely with many external professionals to support children when needed.

• Each classroom has a worry box where children can report any concerns.

• A new addition to the newsletter will be a Mental Health and Wellbeing page to offer support and guidance.

Mental Health and Wellbeing at SDS

A Message from Mrs Fennelly
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Miss Garrard says…
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Miss Garrard says…
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Mental Heal

It is important that we look after our mental health
in the same way we look after our physical health.

Here are 9 positive behaviours that we can all do 
to promote good mental health for ourselves and others.

Finding time for ourselves to enjoys the things we love to do
is very important.

It is important also that we engage with children in
discussions about ways to promote positive mental health 
and allow them time to talk through any worries or 
concerns they have in a open environment. 

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of
your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s 
teacher or the school’s Mental Health Leads, 
Ms Holland and Miss Garrard.
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Reading Developing phonic knowledge is the 

first stage of reading and reading 

fluency. These skills develop from 

Reception into Year 3. Did you know 

that the school has a membership to 

PhonicsPlay that you and your child can 

use at home for free? Log into Phonics 

Play using the username and password 

below and go to resources to play 

phonics games with your child:

Website: PhonicsPlay

Username: simonde

Password: simonde

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Keeping Safe Online

To find out more about 

keeping your child safe 

online, take a look at the 

Childnet website:Parents 

& Carers | Childnet

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/
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Whole School 

RSC Showcase

Please come and see your 

child's writing and art 

outcomes at the end of our 

whole school unit on 

Shakespeare's Rome and Juliet.

Date: Friday January 27th

Time: 9:00am-9:30am
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Musician of the Week
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (January 27, 1756 – December 5, 1791) was 

anAustrian composer, instrumentalist, and music teacher.

Mozart wrote more than 600 musical works, all of the very highest quality. His 

works include the operas The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni, Così fan 

tutte and The Magic Flute.

Along with Bach and Beethoven, Mozart is regarded as one of the greatest 

composers who has ever lived.

Young Mozart showed evidence of great musical talent at a very early age. He 

was playing the harpsichord and the violin at the age of five, and writing little 

pieces of music.

Mozart's sister Marianna was a talented youngster. The two children received 

their musical and academic education from their father. The family toured 

Europe for a few years, performing before royals and aristocrats.

If you want to find out about Mozart and hear his music, take a look at this 

short video:
Mozart for Children: Biography for kids - FreeSchool - Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=mozart+for+children&view=detail&mid=5755D135795DDFB7A4A55755D135795DDFB7A4A5&FORM=VDRVSR&rvsmid=A99F853831FA9144E738A99F853831FA9144E738&ajaxhist=0
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Artist of the Week- Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo (1907-1954) was a Mexican 

painter. Fifty-five of her 143 paintings are of 

herself. She was also influenced by native 

Mexican culture, shown in bright colours, with a 

mixture of realism and symbolism.

Her self portraits often have many interesting 

objects in the background. These added images 

were things that were important to Frida and 

tell us lots about her.

If you want to find out more about Frida Kahlo, 

take a look at the video below-
FRIDA KAHLO FOR KIDS | LOU BEE ABC SELF PORTRAIT 

ARTIST - Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=artists+for+children+frida+kahlo&docid=608043580144309518&mid=4AB051B8FAA87C802DB34AB051B8FAA87C802DB3&view=detail&FORM=VDRVSR&rvsmid=0D7AF80620577CC2A9D30D7AF80620577CC2A9D3&ajaxhist=0
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=artists+for+children+frida+kahlo&docid=608043580144309518&mid=4AB051B8FAA87C802DB34AB051B8FAA87C802DB3&view=detail&FORM=VDRVSR&rvsmid=0D7AF80620577CC2A9D30D7AF80620577CC2A9D3&ajaxhist=0
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Poem of the Week
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Inspirational Person of the Week-

David Attenborough

Sir David Attenborough was born on May 8th1926 

and is an English broadcaster, biologist, natural 

historian and author. He is most famous for his 

television programmes where he has travelled around 

the world, the continents and oceans. He has spent his 

life finding out about the natural world and teaching 

people about the environment.

Did you know that he loves frogs?

If you want to see David telling us about camouflage, 

take a look at this video-
Animal Mimicry + Camouflage | Life in Color with David Attenborough | 

Netflix After School - Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=david+attenborough+children&adlt=strict&view=detail&mid=7562AF38E0395E20D0CB7562AF38E0395E20D0CB&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddavid%2520attenborough%2520children%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Ddavid%2520attenborough%2520children%26sc%3D10-27%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D9B6C67A4FEB9416593618DA5AD3485CA%26ghsh%3D0%26ghacc%3D0%26ghpl%3D
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=david+attenborough+children&adlt=strict&view=detail&mid=7562AF38E0395E20D0CB7562AF38E0395E20D0CB&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Ddavid%2520attenborough%2520children%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Ddavid%2520attenborough%2520children%26sc%3D10-27%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D9B6C67A4FEB9416593618DA5AD3485CA%26ghsh%3D0%26ghacc%3D0%26ghpl%3D


Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 20th January 2023

Contact Details

Please remember to email the school office if, over 

the holidays, there have been changes to your:

• Circumstances

• Phone number

• Address

• Email 

info@simondesenlis.org

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Thunk of the week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

How do you think 

people would 

behave if there 

were no rules or 

laws?



In assembly this week

• In our ks1 assembly this week, we have been learning 
more about the rule of law by thinking about the rules 
we have in our homes and our school. we have thought 
about why rules are important to us and for the whole 
community.

• The ks2 assembly focussed on the work of some school 
age film makers who have created films to persuade 
parliament to consider new or updated laws. We 
considered the things that make a good law and why 
changing and updating laws is important.



1. Learning basic times tables will make it easier to learn more challenging ones – for example if children know their 3 times 
tables, they will be able to work out their 6 times tables by doubling the answer.

2. When children frequently, successfully recall their times tables they will grow in confidence, which will not only help them 
tackle more challenging maths problems, but will help to keep them motivated and engaged across other subjects too.

3. Multiplication underpins many other aspects of mathematics such as algebra, division and fractions – an early 
understanding of multiplication will help children right up to GCSE level and beyond.

4. Recalling times tables improves memory skills, which is a transferrable skill that will help children throughout school and 
into adult life.

5. Children will find it easier to solve maths problems and to do mental arithmetic if they have already memorised their times 
tables.

6. Children will find maths exams less daunting as they will be assured in their ability to recall times tables. This means that
when tackling more challenging maths problems they can easily recall and apply their existing knowledge whilst focusing on 
the question.

7. Multiplication is used day to day throughout adulthood, whether it’s working out price reductions, doubling recipes or 
splitting bills!



Sports
Date for your diary-
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If you are interested in 
joining a Rugby club to 
develop your skills, why 
not click on this link for 
more details:
Rugby Camp Finder | 
Northampton Saints 
Rugby Camps

https://www.northamptonsaints.co.uk/community/camp-finder
https://www.northamptonsaints.co.uk/community/camp-finder
https://www.northamptonsaints.co.uk/community/camp-finder
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Information for Year 5 Parents of children with SEND
IASS Northants information events

Dear Parents and Carers, IASS Northants will be holding their secondary school transfer seminars for parents of children 
with SEND (with or without EHC Plans). These are open to families in both North and West Northamptonshire. Please see 
below for more information. The first sessions are held in January - to book please visit: https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb

For more information please
contact Ms Holland or
Mrs Haigh via the school.

https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb
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Abington Museum



Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 20th January 2023

Abington Museum
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Wellbeing Festival January 2023 – Delapré

Wellbeing (delaprewellbeing.co.uk)

https://delaprewellbeing.co.uk/?page_id=961
https://delaprewellbeing.co.uk/?page_id=961






The Community Fridge is located at the Abbey 

Centre.This is open Tuesday and Friday 10.30-12 pm and 

Friday 4-5:30pm.They require a £1 donation.







This may be of 

interest to you-

Take a look at this 

course- English for 

Speakers of Other 

Languages





S O M E  N E W S  
F O R  O U R  

C H I L D R E N

2 0 T H  J A N U A R Y  
2 0 2 3
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