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Happy New Year.

Let's make a Dent
in the Universe 

during 2023.
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Dates for your Diary

Date Year group Event

9th January All year groups After school and morning clubs to start.

11th January Year 6 5:45pm -Year 6 Parent Meeting re Year 6 Statutory Tests

27th January All Parents and 

Carers

9:00am-9:30am RSC Open Morning- come and see your child's showcase 

piece from the Romeo and Juliet unit.

2nd February All Parents and 

Carers

Short Reports Out to Parents

3rd February Year 6 Year 6 Trip to Parliament

7th February

9th February

All Parents and 

Carers

3:30pm -6:30pm Termly Learning Conference (Parent's Evening)

Sign up for your slot on Monday Jan 9th at 6pm- parentmail will be 

received



Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the new term and Happy New Year!! What brilliant start to the new term

we have had at SdS!

The start of the term has been filled with drama across all classes as the children have

started to learn about Shakespeare's story of Romeo and Juliet. This is a favourite time of

year for staff and children as we complete our whole school Shakespeare unit, developing

our knowledge of the characters, setting and plot from one of his many great stories. At the

end of this unit of work, your child will create a written and art final piece, which we will

celebrate at our whole school RSC Showcase. This will take place on January 27th from

9:00am-9:30am and I hope you can come along.

It has been a pleasure to welcome everyone back to school and I know it will be another

successful term.

Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Best wishes

Mrs Fennelly
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As we begin the new 

term and the new year, 

today, we discussed our 

new start. Thinking about 

the goals we want to 

achieve and how 

together, we will be able 

to achieve them.

Poster of the Week
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Whole School 

RSC Showcase

Please come and see your 

child's writing and art 

outcomes at the end of our 

whole school unit on 

Shakespeare's Rome and Juliet.

Date: Friday January 27th

Time: 9:00am-9:30am
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Musician of the Week-YoYo Ma

Yo-Yo Ma (born October 7, 1955) is a Chinese-American 

cellist. Born in Paris to Chinese parents and educated in New 

York City, he was a child prodigy , performing from the age of 

four and a half. He graduated from the Juilliard School 

and Harvard University and attended Columbia University. 

He has performed as a soloist with orchestras around the 

world. He has recorded more than 90 albums and received 

19 Grammy Awards.

He said- the way we express ourselves and understand each 

other, can bind us together as one world.

Watch YoYo playing Bach's Cello Suite no. 1 in G major here-

Yo-Yo Ma - Bach: Cello Suite No. 1 in G Major, Prélude 

(Official Video) - Bing video

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=yo+yo+mar+celloist&&view=detail&mid=F2247EB362A0DB1AC6B4F2247EB362A0DB1AC6B4&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dyo%2520yo%2520mar%2520celloist%26qs%3Dn%26form%3DQBVR%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D-1%26pq%3Dyo%2520yo%2520mar%2520celloist%26sc%3D2-18%26sk%3D%26cvid%3D4B3A1DFA630842538890F50A050B4D3A%26ghsh%3D0%26ghacc%3D0%26ghpl%3D
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James Brunt, uses natural objects to make art. James 

was born in Yorkshire and spends hours arranging 

pebbles, rocks, leaves, twigs, and almost everything that 

he can find on beaches and in forests. His diligence, 

intricacy and hard work is spectacular to see.

Could you recreate some of James' work using natural 

objects you have found in your garden or the park?

Artist of the Week- James Brunt
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Poem of the Week

As we begin 2023, read this poem 

about ringing in the new year.

Looking back to 2022, what was 

your greatest achievement and 

thinking forwards to 2023, what do 

you hope to achieve?
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Louis Braille
Louis Braille was born in a small town called Coupvray, in 

France in 1809. He was blinded at the age of 3 by an accident 

with a tool in his father’s harness-making workshop, and so 

received very little schooling. In 1824, at age 16, Braille 

developed a code for representing music and maths which used 

an arrangement of raised dots. This system was further 

developed as Braille learned more about the needs of the blind 

community.

The development of Braille continued over many years as it had 

to be adapted for various languages and cultures. Fifty years 

after Braille’s death, at least 50 different Braille codes were 

being used throughout the world.

By 1961, a single international Braille code was created which 

could be used in every language and every country.

Louis Braille definitely made a dent in the universe!

Inspirational Person of the 

Week
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Abington Museum
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Abington Museum



Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 6th January 2023

Would you like to make a rocket from three toilet 

roll tubes?
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Wellbeing Festival January 2023 – Delapré 

Wellbeing (delaprewellbeing.co.uk)

https://delaprewellbeing.co.uk/?page_id=961
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Contact Details

Please remember to email the school office if, over 

the holidays, there have been changes to your:

• Circumstances

• Phone number

• Address

• Email 

info@simondesenlis.org

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Stay Safe on New Devices
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Stay Safe on New Devices
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Thunk of the week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

If I borrow a 

million pounds, 

am I a 

millionaire?



Don’t forget to practice your times 
tables and number facts. Use these 
websites and try to beat your personal 
best. If you have forgotten your TTRS 
login they are easily found in your reading 
diary and key skills books. If 
this doesn't help, please ask your class 
teacher for help.
Remember that 5 minutes of practice 
every day is far better than a single 
longer session a week!
Good luck and remember to enjoy 
the challenge!​



The Winter Reading Challenge is back!

After the success of the Summer Reading Challenge, the Winter Mini 
Challenge has arrived. 

The challenge runs from: 1 December 2023 – 20 February 2023

The Winter Mini Challenge is an online-only challenge that encourages 
children to keep up their reading over the winter holidays.

To take part, sign up at www.wintermini.org.uk

Set a reading goal and log your books on your profile. 

Read three books to unlock a virtual badge and a special certificate!

You’ll find cool do-it-at-home experiments, new reading activities and 
content from the best children’s authors and illustrators, games and other 

goodies right here on our online platform.

You can also look on Facebook for some 

fun competitions!
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http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk


Sports

Kickstart your new year with an exercise challenge to get your 
body ready for a whole year of fitness workouts!

Follow the link for your fitness session:

https://youtu.be/5QrkToDlGmQ
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https://youtu.be/5QrkToDlGmQ
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Information for Year 5 Parents of children with SEND
IASS Northants information events

Dear Parents and Carers, IASS Northants will be holding their secondary school transfer seminars for parents of children 
with SEND (with or without EHC Plans). These are open to families in both North and West Northamptonshire. Please see 
below for more information. The first sessions are held in January - to book please visit: https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb

For more information please
contact Ms Holland or
Mrs Haigh via the school.

https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb




The Community Fridge is located at the Abbey 

Centre.This is open Tuesday and Friday 10.30-12 pm and 

Friday 4-5:30pm.They require a £1 donation.



This may be of 

interest to you-

Take a look at this 

course- English for 

Speakers of Other 

Languages





S O M E  N E W S  F O R  

O U R  C H I L D R E N

6 T H  J A N U A RY  2 0 2 3
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