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Fun Facts About Penguins

• Penguins were once called 'Weird Geese' when they were first discovered

• Penguin skeletons are unique from the other birds and allow them to 

swim fast

• Penguins can dive to depths of up to 500 to catch their prey

• Penguins do not have teeth, but they have barbed tongues and mouths to 

grip and swallow their food

• Penguins swallow pebbles and stones to help digest their food and dive 

deeper

• A group of penguins found in the water is called a raft

• Penguin couples can locate each other using distinct calls
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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has to be the BEST week ever at SdS! An OUTSTANDING judgement given by 

three highly experienced inspectors and within a forensic two-day inspection, 

where every minute detail of the school was interrogated means everything to us.

For the team to identify the pure ethos of our school within the report 'an 

exceptional ethos of deep care and high ambition threaded through every 

aspect of school life, that children love coming to school, that there is a 

relentless determination by all staff to give pupils the best education possible 

and this is an exceptional school.'

Our school has been recognised as the fabulous place it is and this is the result of a 

fantastic staff team, amazing children and wonderful families.

I am always exceptionally proud to be the headteacher of SdS, but today I admit, I'm 

just a little bit prouder!

Have a lovely weekend and enjoy sharing the news about our outstanding school.

Mrs Fennelly
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Parents and visitors are reminded that Danes Camp and Tesco 

supermarket kindly offer free parking for dropping off and picking up 

your children, including for meetings and events.

The car park at school is for staff parking

and Blue badge holders

Please leave all disabled bays for our disabled staff and visitors 

access is required at all times.

Many thanks
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Welcome to the children and families who will be 

joining us in Reception in September 2024.

We can't wait to start this exciting journey with 

you.
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Weekly Poster

This week, we 

celebrated the 

wonderful 

achievements of 

the children and 

how outstanding 

everyone is!!
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As we continue to keep our community safe at the beginning 

and end of the day, please follow the highway code when 

parking. Recently cars have been parked in the bus bay, on 

the zig zags and on the corners of junctions.

The local PCSO will make unannounced visits to SdS and 

issue tickets to those parking inappropriately.

We are all here to ensure our children, families and 

neighbours are safe.



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

30th April Einstein Class School of Life at the Library

1st May Whole School School Photographer – class photos

2nd May Whole School Planetarium

3rd May Whole School Mufti Day to raise fund for the Changemakers. Donations welcome 

on Parentmail.

13th May Year 6 SATs Week

16th May Year 6 Picnic Lunch - on the field

7th June Whole School & Families Fun Run 3:30pm to 4:30pm If taking part, wear PE for the day

13th June New Reception Parents 

2024/25

Parent Intake Meeting 6:00pm to 8:00pm



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

17th June KS1 (Reception, Years 1, 2 & SU) 9:30am Sports Day – families invited

21st June Year 6 Transition Prayer Space

28th June Whole School End of Year Reports

29th June Whole School Community School Summer Fete

1st July Changemakers Changemakers to University of Northampton

8th & 9th July Whole School Transition Days

10th July KS2 (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) 9:30am Sports Day – families invited

11th & 12th July Whole School Circus Skills Day- more information to come



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

15th July Music groups, choirs- details of 

whom to come

Performing Arts Evening 5:30pm to 7:30pm

17th July Drama Club Players Drama Performance 10:00am to parents and families. Tickets 

coming soon

17th July Whole School Summer Disco

3.15pm to 4.15pm for Years SU, Rec, 1 & 2

4:30pm to 5:30pm for Years 3 & 4

5:45pm to 6:45pm for Years 5 & 6

18th July Drama Club Players Drama Performances 1:45pm & 6:00pm to parents and 

families. Tickets coming soon

19th July Whole School & Families Art Exhibition starts at 2:30pm

22nd July Year 6 & Families Leavers Assembly followed by tea and cake on the field

23rd July Whole School SdS Has Talent Show



Trips Dates for your

Year Group Date Event

Reception 23rd May Crocodiles of the World

Year 1 14th June Woburn Safari Park

Year 2 9th May Cadbury World

Year 3 20th – 21st June Frontier Centre Residential

Year 4 26th – 28th June West Runton Residential

Year 4 4th June National Art Gallery London – Take One Picture

Year 5 Dyson Class 18th June The Festival Performance at the Royal & Derngate

Year 6 12th June STEAM Event at UoN

Year 6 1st  - 5th July Isle of Wight Residential
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Are you looking for part time job?

We are looking to recruit a reliable and committed Lunchtime Supervisor to 

join our hard-working team.  The successful candidate will be able to work 

effectively as a member of the team, have excellent interpersonal skills and 

consistently support the school values and approaches.

Start date ASAP

Days of work: Monday – Friday

 Starting salary: Grade C, Point 2 (£22,366 FTE – pro-rata).  Hourly rate 

£11.59

Contract: Permanent, 5 hours per week (term time only – 38 weeks per year)

If you are interested and would like more details or would like to apply please 

email:  info@simondesenlis.org
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Changemakers

As part of their plans to improve the playground, our group of 

Changemakers are determined to create another zone for children 

to enjoy playing games together.  They would like to paint the 

pagoda bright colours, install tables and seats and purchase games 

such as uno, chess, snakes and ladders to engage their classmates 

even more during lunchtimes.

Since Christmas, they have been working hard planning their 

changes and writing to companies to ask for support for their 

playground project.

We are also having a mufti day next week to support these plans 

further.  Thanks to Harry in Year 3 for this fantastic poster he made 

at home to advertise the event.  You can make a donation on your 

parentmail account and we look forward to seeing all the children 

in their bright clothes on Friday 3rd!

Finally, if you have any games, coloured paint suitable for outside use 

or any work links for match funding, please email Mrs de Board 

jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org

mailto:jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday 

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

Why are you 

outstanding???
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Online Safety- You Tube
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Online Safety- You Tube continued
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Northampton Museum and Gallery- town 

centre free exhibitions.

What's On (northamptonmuseums.com)

https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/whatson
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Abington Park Museum- free exhibitions.

What's On (northamptonmuseums.com)

https://www.northamptonmuseums.com/whatson




SPORTS –  DANCE

Some children who attended the Easter 

Activity Camp had a chance to join in the 

Silent Disco, which was brilliant. This was in 

partnership with the Good Times Project. If 

you would like to experience this amazing 

dance workout then book your tickets now or 

find out more about the Party Packs.

Stay active

Miss Bland
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Senior Mental Health Lead
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Miss Garrard says...

What is Parental Conflict?
Conflict between parents is a normal 
part of relationships and family life. 
Not all conflict is damaging, but the 
way conflict manifests – its frequency, 
intensity and how it is resolved – can 
negatively affect children.
Where conflict between parents is 
frequent, intense and poorly resolved, 
it can harm children’s outcomes – 
regardless of whether parents are 
together or separated.

See it differently is a service that offer videos as a reflection 
tool to support parents who are experiencing conflict. These 
videos are a useful tool to see what conflict between parents 
look through the eyes of a child.
Here is the link to this supportive resource: See it differently

https://www.seeitdifferently.org/
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Dear parents and carers, as you are aware we have recently joined a school SEND partnership with 

Hunsbury Park Primary. As a result of this, we are able to offer parents access to some free online 
workshops run by a host of SEN practitioners across the year.

This term we are pleased to offer you a Zoom online session with NHS SALT, on Tuesday 30th April 2024 
from 7-9pm. Details of the session content are below:

Understanding Developmental Language Disorder

This session is completely free to all parents with children at Simon de Senlis. To register your interest 

you must consent to share your email address with Kate Burt from Hunsbury Park Primary School. 

Closer to the time we will then send out a Zoom link. This link must not be shared with anyone else 

whose children do not attend our school as Kate Burt will collate a list of parent's email addresses and 

these will be checked during the meeting.

We hope that you will take up this exciting offer.

Please register your interest by replying to the email (sent to all parents on Parentmail) by Friday 

26th April.

Any questions please contact me via the school.
Many thanks, Ms Cunningham



Events in Northampton | 
Local Events Near Me | Day 
Out (delapreabbey.org)

https://delapreabbey.org/visit/event-directory/
https://delapreabbey.org/visit/event-directory/
https://delapreabbey.org/visit/event-directory/


Events in Northampton | Local Events Near 
Me | Day Out (delapreabbey.org)

DELAPRE ABBEY
As a local place to visit, take a look at the 

events taking place over the coming weeks.

https://delapreabbey.org/visit/event-directory/
https://delapreabbey.org/visit/event-directory/


   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required
Day Time Location Membership / costs

Monday 1:30pm – 2:15pm Roade village Hall. Bailey Brooks Lane.

NN7 2LS

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Monday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. Northampton 

Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Tuesday 2pm – 3pm &

6pm - 7pm

The Nest, Woodford Halse Primary Academy, Scrivens Hill, 

Woodford Halse, NN11 3SU.

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Tuesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. Northampton 

Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Wednesday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Wednesday 4:15pm – 6pm Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Wednesday 4:30pm – 5:15pm Brixworth Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w



   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Wednesday 5:30pm – 6:15pm Moulton Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Thursday 10am – 11:30am Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Thursday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Thursday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Friday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Saturday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Sunday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items



If you're interested in taking part in a sponsored funrun, this 

could be of interest to you.

The entry to the funrun is free but there is a requirement for 

sponsorship.

The first £50 of sponsorship will go to Northampton Health 

Charity, anything above this will be split 50/50 between 

Northampton Health Charity and Simon de Senlis.

If you want to register for the run go to the following 

website: www.northamptonshirehealthcharity.co.uk











News For
Our

Children
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