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29th January is National Puzzle Day



National Puzzle Day

The perfect time to do a little brain exercise. Whether it’s a crossword, jigsaw, or sudoku, 
puzzles engage our brain in more ways than one. Scientists have discovered that when we 
work on a jigsaw puzzle, we utilise both sides of the brain, improving memory, cognitive 
function and problem- solving skills in the process. By doing puzzles, people can stimulate 
the brain and improve a number of skills.
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Dear Parents and Carers,

We are counting down the days to our showcase event next week and as previously, the 

whole school is buzzing with excitement and pride in the wonderful work that's been 

achieved by everyone. There is such determination and drive being shown across the classes 

as children ensure their work is the best it can be. I hope you can all come along at 9am 

next Friday to see the great work at the event.

I was reading an interesting article about children's wellbeing and language development and 

was interested to hear the link between access to the outdoors and to nature and how this 

has a positive impact on both. In the Newsletter this week there are pieces of information 

about the RSPB Garden Birdwatch along with a link to an outdoor play website.  As the 

weather looks cold but sunny, this should be a great time to wrap up warm and have some 

outdoor fun!

Please enjoy the weekend, keep warm and I look forward to seeing you on Monday.

Mrs Fennelly
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This week we thought 

about how positive each 

day is and how we can 

continue striving 

forwards when 

tomorrow arrives. We 

thought of our 

achievements and how 

proud we are of them.



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

January 31st All Year Groups Fun night – 3.15pm-5.00pm watching the film Lightyear.

February 2nd All Year Groups RSC Merchant of Venice whole school showcase.

Come and see your child's final pieces of work.

February 6th Year 1 Parents / Carers Phonic knowledge

9am and 2:45pm

February 9th All Year Groups Short Reports Sent Home.

February 14th and 

15th

All Year Groups Nearly New Clothes Sale.

Feb 14th –2pm-4pm   Feb 15th 9am-11am

13th & 15th February All Year Groups Parents Evenings 3:30pm-6:10pm.

Booking is open.

21st March Rowling class Recorder performance to parents at 09:30.
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A reminder that if your child has 

sickness or diarrhoea, they must 

remain at home for 48 hours after 

the last incident of illness.

Please contact school every day of 

absence.

Thank you for your support.



Monday – Film Club. Films may be rated: U or PG

Tuesday – Writing Club

Thursday  - Morning sports club 08:00 – 08:40

Thursday – Reading fun

Thursday – Forest Club

Friday – Morning sports club 08:00 – 08:40

All clubs are £30, if your child would like to request a place please 
email:  info@simondesenlis.org
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Places have become available in our following amazing 

clubs:
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NEARLY NEW CHILDREN'S 

CLOTHING SALE AT SdS

Thank you for all the clothes that are coming into 

school. If you have any other old clothes at home that 

you think could add to our sale, please bring them in 

next week.

Thank you for your support!!
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Big Garden Birdwatch (rspb.org.uk)
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch/submission
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A reminder to book your Appointment for Parents 

Evenings

Browse to: https://simondesenlisorg.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Please contact:

info@simondesenlis.org

if you would like help.

 

https://simondesenlisorg.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Would you like to add to the Big Garden Birdwatch?

If yes, click on the link below-

Big Garden Birdwatch (rspb.org.uk)
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch/submission
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday 

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

If tomorrow could 

be anything for you, 

what would the day 

look like?
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Take a look at this website for ideas on fun 

and play outside:

Fun Autumn Outdoor Activities for Kids - Thimble 

and Twig

https://thimbleandtwig.com/fun-autumn-outdoor-activities-for-kids/
https://thimbleandtwig.com/fun-autumn-outdoor-activities-for-kids/
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Everyone loves 

hedgehogs!!!

If you are feeling 

creative and 

want to help our 

little friends, 

how about 

making a 

hedgehog house?



   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Monday 1:30pm – 2:15pm Roade village Hall. Bailey Brooks Lane.

NN7 2LS

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Monday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Tuesday 2pm – 3pm &

6pm - 7pm

The Nest, Woodford Halse Primary Academy, Scrivens Hill, 

Woodford Halse, NN11 3SU.

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Tuesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Wednesday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Wednesday 4:15pm – 6pm Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4:30pm – 5:15pm Brixworth Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w



   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Wednesday 5:30pm – 6:15pm Moulton Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Thursday 10am – 11:30am Towcester Community Larder

Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Thursday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Thursday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Friday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Saturday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Sunday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items
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Play Leader Update

During this weekly meeting, the play leaders have been 

looking at ways to develop confidence when 

approaching a task. We are finding the best way to 

organise and motivate pupils and keep everyone 

enjoying their activities.

Stay Active - Miss Bland
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Reading Ambassador Update
This week we had a look at our new reading shed. We are so 

excited for our new books to arrive soon so we can fill it with 

lots of wonderful books to read. You may have noticed our new 

benches which will allow the children to sit and read at break 

time and lunch time.

We also talked about World Book Day which is coming up on 

March 7th. Watch this space for news about a book swap and 

our plans for the day!

Well done to our Reading Ambassadors, you're making a 

difference!! Miss Gedney



Special Constables are part-time, voluntary police officers with all the same powers as full-time regular police officers. They 

come from all walks of life and join us for a variety of reasons.

Becoming a Special Constable really is one of the most exciting and rewarding voluntary opportunities available.

Special Constabularies are a vital part of all Police Forces across the country, supporting and enhancing the work of regular 

police officers. At Northamptonshire Police, we recognise the immense value that Special Constables add.

We want people to join us, help make a difference and make our county a safer place.

The following will give you more of an insight into #DoSomethingSpecial Special Constables | Northamptonshire Police 

(northants.police.uk)

Meet our special constables | Northamptonshire Police (northants.police.uk)

Recruitment is open until Sunday 28 January 2024 you can apply via: Special Police Constable (Unpaid Voluntary Role) - 

Northants Police (tal.net)

https://s-url.co/ImgNAA
https://s-url.co/ImgNAA
https://s-url.co/I2gNAA
https://s-url.co/JGgNAA
https://s-url.co/JGgNAA
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Wellbeing Leader Update

The children will be meeting next week, and 

we'll update you on the actions and outcomes of 

their meeting.
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Eco Ambassador Update
We had a great meeting and talked about the actions we need 

to take to organise the clothing sale in February.

In addition, we have planned to clear the pond area so that it 

is ready for the frogs that arrive each Spring.

The children have agreed to remind their peers to make sure 

rubbish at playtimes goes into the bins and that lights in 

classrooms are turned off when everyone leaves the room.

Well done Eco Ambassadors- you're making a real 

difference!  Mrs Fennelly
.
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School Council Update
This week we discussed a whole school Big 

Fundraiser for the summer term. Some of the ideas 

were a large obstacle course on the field or a football 

shoot out.

Well done School Council- you're making a real 

difference!  Miss Twigg

.





P O S T E R  C O M P E T I T I O N
W H AT: A  P O S T E R  

C O M P E T I T I O N

W H E N : F R I D AY  2 N D  F E B

W H O : Y E A R  5  A N D  6

W H Y : TO  P R O M OT E  

O N L I N E  S A F E T Y

W H E R E : H A N D  I N  TO  

C L A S S  T E A C H E R S

Our anti-bullying ambassadors have 

decided to set up a poster 

competition to spread the message 

that online bullying is not ok 

following our online safety sessions 

with Simon Aston this week.

We are asking you to design a 

poster that promotes online 

safety.  There will be a winner per 

class, judged by the ambassadors, 

and the winners will be displayed 

around school.

Good luck for the competition and 

thanks to Alice who wrote this 

information.

Your message could be 

about not talking to 

people you don’t know 

online, not making nasty 

comments on games or 

it could be a code of 

conduct for using social 

media or online gaming.



SAVE THE DATE
The Friends of Simon de Senlis 

would like to give you advanced 

warning about the date of the 

school summer fete.

We are delighted to let you know 

that this year, the fete will be held 

on Saturday 29th June, 2024.  We 

look forward to seeing you all at this 

amazing school community event.

See you there!



IN ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK

This week we welcomed The Wombles to our school.  The 
adults were a little disappointed that it wasn’t the furry kind, 
but we had a fabulous time finding out about the important 
work of the Northants Litter Wombles.  Kevin explained why 
there is so much litter around and the simple rules we need to 
follow to keep our neighbourhood clean.  We know that we 
should put litter in the bin or take it home.  We also found out 
about the things that the Litter Wombles do and the safety 
equipment they use- protective gloves, litter pickers and sturdy 
footwear.  We know that we shouldn’t pick litter without an 
adult to help us stay safe.

Interesting facts include this:

Did you know it takes approximately 80 years for a trainer to 
rot away? And some plastic bags can take up to 1,000 years to 
disappear completely!

If you would like to find out more, details of the Northants 
Litter Wombles and a local group are on the next slide.



T H A N K S  T O  
T H E  

N O R T H A N T S  
L I T T E R  

W O M B L E S  
F O R  

C O M I N G  T O  
T A L K  T O  U S





SPORTS - BADMINTON
• A team of children from year 5&6 

attended Benham Sports Arena to learn 

more about Badminton, Table Tennis and 

Volleyball. They tried out lots of new 

skills and enjoyed practicing together 

and with other schools.

• If you would like to develop your 

Badminton game, then why not 

contact Mereway Badminton Club and 

join an exciting team, who have sessions 

for all ages.

• https://www.merewaybadminton.co.uk/

https://northamptonttl.org/

If you preferer to try Table Tennis

then find out about more from 

Northampton Table Tennis about 

their Junior sessions at Malcolm 

Arnold School.

https://www.merewaybadminton.co.uk/
https://northamptonttl.org/


Sports
Looking for something active to do at 
Half Term?

Try out some new sporting activities at Benham 
Sports Arena with Northamptonshire Sport. The 
daily activities are themed around the multi-
abilities, creating an environment where 
everyone feels a sense of belonging, 
achievement and success – regardless of ability.
Skills will be taught and developed through a 
series of fun games and activities. Even if your 
child is not ‘sporty’ then our nurturing approach 
is ideal for them.
Go to the website for more details or scan the 
barcode.https://www.northamptonshiresport.or
g/type/events/february-half-term-activity-
camp/

Stay Active.
Miss Bland

https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/type/events/february-half-term-activity-camp/
https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/type/events/february-half-term-activity-camp/
https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/type/events/february-half-term-activity-camp/


Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly Update Issue #1Simon de Senlis Primary

School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Senior Mental Health Lead
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January can be a difficult time of the year, take a look at these 10 key 
suggestions for happier living taken from the Action for Happiness website-
About Us | Action for Happiness

https://actionforhappiness.org/about-us


Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly Update Issue #1Simon de Senlis Primary

Dear parents and carers, as you are aware we have recently joined a school SEND partnership with Hunsbury Park 
Primary. As a result of this, we are able to offer parents access to some free online workshops run by a host of SEN 
practitioners across the year.

This term we are pleased to offer you a Zoom online session with Mosaic Psychology Service on Tuesday 6th February 
2024 from 7-9pm. Details of the session content are below:

Neurodiversity: ADHD, ASD and Understanding Neurodivergent Masking

This session is completely free to all parents with children at Simon de Senlis. To register your interest you must consent 
to share your email address with Kate Burt from Hunsbury Park Primary School. Closer to the time we will then send out 
a Zoom link. This link must not be shared with anyone else whose children do not attend our school as Kate Burt will 
collate a list of parent's email addresses and these will be checked during the meeting.

We hope that you will take up this exciting offer.
Please register your interest by replying to the email (sent to all parents on Parentmail) by Friday 2nd February.
Any questions please contact me via the school.

Many thanks, Laura Cunningham
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School SEND Partnership Offer
 Academic Year: September 2023 – July 2024

 Next online parent event:

 









The DfE's 10 top tips for parents to support children to 
read at home.

1. Encourage your child to read
Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational benefits too. Just a few 
minutes a day can have a big impact on children of all ages.
2. Read aloud regularly
Try to read to your child every day. It’s a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story. Stories matter and 
children love re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny voices to bring characters to life.
3. Encourage reading choice
Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their own time - it doesn’t just have to be books. 
There’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more. Try leaving interesting reading 
material in different places around the home and see who picks it up.
4. Read together
Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. This might be everyone reading the same 
book together, reading different things at the same time, or getting your children to read to each other. This 
time spent reading together can be relaxing for all.
5. Create a comfortable environment
Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read independently - or together.



6. Make use of your local library
Libraries in England are able to open from 4 July, so visit them when you’re able to and explore all sorts of reading 
ideas. Local libraries also offer brilliant online materials, including audiobooks and ebooks to borrow. See Libraries 
Connected for more digital library services and resources.
7. Talk about books
This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding and make reading even more enjoyable. Start by 
discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the book could be about. Then talk about 
what you’ve been reading and share ideas. You could discuss something that happened that surprised you, or 
something new that you found out. You could talk about how the book makes you feel and whether it reminds you of 
anything.
8. Bring reading to life
You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would you recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play a game 
where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an interesting article you’ve read.
9. Make reading active
Play games that involve making connections between pictures, objects and words, such as reading about an object and 
finding similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts related to what you’re reading. Try creating your 
child’s very own book by using photos from your day and adding captions.
10. Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them
You know your child best and you’ll know the best times for your child to read. If they have special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND) then short, creative activities may be the way to get them most interested. If English is an 
additional language, encourage reading in a child’s first language, as well as in English. What matters most is that they 
enjoy it.

https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome
https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome




News For
your

Children

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

http://theeyzmaster.deviantart.com/art/dsc-2012-11-09-the-gruffalo-336860821
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

















	Default Section
	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 4:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 9:          Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 10:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 11:          Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 12:          Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 13:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 14:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 15:           Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18:          Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 19:            Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 20
	Slide 21:            Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 22:            Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 23:            Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  26th January 2024
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: poster competition
	Slide 26: Save the date
	Slide 27: In assembly this week
	Slide 28: Thanks to the NORTHANTS LITTER WOMBLES FOR COMING TO Talk to us
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Sports - Badminton
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50


