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Dear Parents and Carers,

Yesterday and today, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 performed their Christmas shows to 

packed audiences and they were FANTASTIC! I was amazed at how confidently the children 

spoke, projecting their voices to the very back of the hall. Their singing was wonderful and 

their movements and signing really brought the shows to life. Throughout the performances, 

the children smiled and showed so much happiness. They were confident and full of pride for 

their performance.

Enormous thanks to you for your support with the practising for the shows and a huge 

thanks to all the amazing teachers and staff without whom the shows would not take place.

I am so proud of the children, as I'm sure you are too. The memory of these shows will last a 

lifetime for both children and adults.

We are now looking forward to the Year 3,4,5 and 6 performances next week.

Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Mrs Fennelly
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Please come and check 

the lost property trolley, 

there are lots of 

unclaimed items.
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Do you prefer to give or receive at

Christmas time?

Can you enjoy both?

Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday 

things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.
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    Poster of the Week

This week we talked again about 

receiving feedback from our 

teachers and how this can help 

us to learn. Feedback gives us our 

next steps and allows us to know 

how to get better. We love 

feedback at SDS and it's great to 

see children asking for feedback 

and receiving it brilliantly.



Please bring your donations for the Christmas Colour 
Hampers

Reception – Items that are Red

Year 1 – Items that are Blue
Year 2 – Items that are Green

Year 3 – Items that are Yellow / Gold
Year 4 – Items that are Silver

Year 5 – Items that are Pink/Purple
Year 6 – Items that are White

Wiggins & Robinson – Items that are Orange
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St Benedict's Christmas Tree Festival
and Fayre, Saturday December 9th,  2pm- 4pm

Go along and see our Simon de Senis Reading Tree!
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Play Leader Update
During the weekly meetings, the play leaders have 

been discussing our School Games Values.

This week the children have been rewarding pupils for 

showing respect.

Respect
Treating others politely and with understanding. 

Accepting life’s ‘ups and downs’ with grace. 

Respect every day, in everything you do and 
for everyone around you.
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Reading Ambassador Update
The reading ambassadors had a great trip to Hunsbury Library 

last week and bought lots of books from their nearly new sale. 

Here are just a selection of the books they bought!
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Eco Ambassador Update

During our meeting we talked about how we can support our school to be more 

environmentally friendly.

Following on from our meeting,we have now ordered more bins for the playground. We 

have also given every classroom a 'switch off your lights' sign.

Well done Eco Ambassadors- you're making a real difference!

Thank you to the Eco Ambassadors, it was a wonderful meeting!

.
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Wellbeing Leader Update

Our wellbeing leaders have continued to make 

sure their class know who to talk to if they are 

worried or concerned.

Mrs Cotterill has visited each classroom to talk 

to the children about keeping safe and knowing 

who we can talk to when we are worried or 

concerned.



  

Please do not park or drop off in the staff car park. This 

also includes for meetings and concerts.

Danes Camp and Tesco kindly offer free parking for our 

parents.

Please be considerate of pathways, crossings and our 

neighbours.



We are looking for people who are able to offer 1 or 2 hours a week to volunteer in 
school. We primarily need people to listen to children read but may also ask you to 

help with art activities and other group work.
What we need from you:

1 or 2 hours per week of your time.

An application pack and DBS check completed prior to coming into school.

What we can offer you:

A warm, welcoming environment where your donation of time is incredibly appreciated.

Fantastic children to work with.

A sense of satisfaction that you are making a difference.

Please email jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org

if you would like to chat about what it entails or to volunteer.

mailto:jennifer.deboard@simondesenlis.org
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Are you, or someone you know, looking for 

a school place for your child joining Reception in 

September 2024?  

Come to visit us on Monday January 8th at 6pm.

To book go to: Simon De Senlis Primary School - 

Home

https://www.simondesenlis.org/
https://www.simondesenlis.org/


  Our Autumn Term, Dates for your



Date Year group Event

11th December The Players. Drama Club. Parents and Families of the Drama club, 2pm. 

Tickets are available via ParentMail

12th December All Parents / Carers Sleep Management Parent Workshop 5pm – 6pm

13th December Year 5 National Space Centre

14th December Whole School Dolce Christmas Lunch

14th December Reception classes Walk to the Abbey Centre 1pm - 3pm

20th December Whole School Christmas raffle draw

20th December All our children. 1pm. Christmas Party.Mufti day

Bring a party packed lunch. 

There will be no Dolce lunches on this day.

20th December Whole School Break up for the Festive period

4th January Whole School School re-opens for Children

15th January All Parents Simon Aston Online Safety Workshop for parents 8:45 – 9:45am



Well done to Reception, Year 1 and 

2 for their outstanding Christmas 

performances. You were 

BRILLIANT!!!



Simon de Senlis

Christmas Performances 2023
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Year Group Date Time Location Tickets

Year 3 12th December 2pm School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 4 12th December 09:30am School Hall Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Year 5 15th December 11:15am St Benedicts Church Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

2 Tickets per child

Year 6 15th December 09:45am St Benedicts Church Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

2 Tickets per child

Wiggins 14th December 2:15pm Wiggins Class-room Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

3 Tickets per child

Robinson 13th December 2:30pm Robinson Class-room Tickets available on ParentMail 31.10.23.

2 Tickets per child





We are pleased to share with you that a session from the Mental Health 
Support Team (MHST) will be based around supporting your child's 

sleep.

The session will take place in school on Tuesday December 12th from 
5:00pm-6:00pm.

Please come along and find out more whilst enjoying a cup of tea and a 
biscuit.



Go along to Hunsbury library each 

Saturday for free crafts and fun.

Go along to Hunsbury library each 

Saturday for free crafts and fun.





Use candy 
canes to make 
symmetrical 
patterns. 

Write a 1 at the end of each 
row then add each pair of 
numbers above the tringles to 
give you the next number in 
the pattern. 

Counting tree. You could 
use numbers or colours to 
create a pattern. 

Estimation 
Lego – 
estimate 
how much 
Lego fits in a 
bauble. 

Use the 
Christmas 
sweets to 
count and 
represent 
number 
patterns. 

Write a number or 
calculation on a peg.

Sort things by size.
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Christmas Book Giving Guides
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Blue Peter Badges!

Did you know there are 8 Blue Peter 
badges to choose from. This means 
that there is one that suits every 
person's interests.
If you want to apply, it's free and 
easy!
Click on the link here
Blue Peter Badges - CBBC - BBC

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/curations/blue-peter-badges


      Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 8th December 2023



      Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 8th December 2023



      Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 8th December 2023



Sports
Try out some 

of these fun 
activities over 
the holiday 
and stay active.

Miss Bland
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Cotterill are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Cotterill

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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Mrs Cotterill says....

Over the next 2 weeks I will be going into every class to complete 
this terms Protective Behaviour lesson.
We are focusing on how our body can physically tell us how we are 
feeling.
We will be looking at a book called 'listening to my body' and 
thinking about how our body tells us we are feeling worried, and 
then what to do about this. We will be learning what sensation and 
regulated mean, so we can begin to better understand our 
emotions and how to respond to them.

Examples:
-butterflies in tummy
-racing heart
-jelly legs

I will be reminding the children of the work we completed last half 
term, which is talking to our trusted adults if we feel sad or 
worried.
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Mrs Cotterill says....

Adult Learning are offering some courses available for all to support with English skills and English 
language. If you need support in accessing these, please contact info@simondesenlis.org
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Engaging in positive conversations after school

Sometimes children need a bit of time to decompress and process their school day. Once they have had time to do this 
here are some great ways to start a positive conversation about school at the dinner table with the whole family.

Ms Cunningham
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Officers from the local Neighborhood policing team will be holding a community surgery on:

• Wed 20th December

Sessions run between 10am and 12pm at Hunsbury Library, Overslade Close, Northampton NN4 0RZ.

We will be on hand to listen to any concerns you have in your local community and to offer crime 
prevention advice.
Please come along to speak to your local officers about any issues of concern in your local 
community.
Everyone is welcome and it would be great to see you there.



























8 T H  D E C E M B E R

2 0 2 3

S O M E  N E W S

F O R  O U R  

C H I L D R E N













https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
https://twitter.com/helppicture
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
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