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Date Year group Event

2nd November Whole School Individual & Sibling Photographs

2nd November Reception,Year 1, Year 2 and 

Wiggins class:

3:30pm – 4:30pm

Year 3, Year 4 and Robinson class:

4:45pm – 5:45pm

Year 5 and Year 6: 

6pm - 7pm

Friends Colour Disco

Friends Colour Disco

Friends Colour Disco

9th November Year 4 Rainforest Roadshow

13th December Year 5 National Space Centre

Dates for your Diary
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Date Year group Event

16th November Prospective Parents 

September 2024

Open evening for prospective Parents for September 2024 at 6pm.

17th November Assembly for Year 4 parents

KS1 – 10:45am to 11:15am

KS2 – 9:30am to 10:30am

Assembly NMPAT Woodwind Quintet

5th December Prospective Parents 

September 2024

Open Morning for prospective Parents for September 2024 at 9:30

13th December Whole School Dolce Christmas Dinner

13th December Year 5 National Space Centre

Dates for your Diary



The application portal is now live 

for parents/carers to submit their 

school preferences for a 

secondary school 

place at www.westnorthants.gov.

uk/admissions

Parents have until 31st October 

2023 to apply.

Secondary School Places 2024

http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions


Dear Parents and Carers,

As we come to the end of the first term of the year, I would like to send my sincere thanks 

to you all for such a wonderful start to the year.  The TLCs on Tuesday and Thursday evening, 

have given you information about your child's successes and their next steps for the year 

and the engagement from all families has been amazing.

We will now step into the second Autumn term, with many exciting opportunities and 

experiences for you and your child, along with the continuation of great teaching and 

learning.

Please enjoy a lovely half term, enjoy spending time outdoors and we look forward to seeing 

you on Tuesday October 31st.

Mrs Fennelly

      Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 20th October 2023



  

      Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 20th October 2023

POSTER OF THE WEEK

We all want to know how 

we can improve and 

feedback from teachers is 

one way of doing this. Today, 

we talked about accepting 

feedback and using this to 

make out work even better 

than it was.

We love feedback!
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Miss Garrard says....

Attendance reminder

Following the NPAT attendance policy, if your 
child's attendance has dropped below 96%, you 
may receive a letter sharing this with you after 
half term. This is an NPAT letter and if you 
receive one of these, you do not need to 
respond to school at this stage.

If you do have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to phone the school office or organise a 
meeting with myself directly.

Lates reminder

Any child that arrives after 8.45am but before 
9.15am is marked with an ‘L’ code which is 
classed as ‘late before the register closes’.  If a 
child arrives at school after 9.15am they are 
then marked with a ‘U’ code which is classed as 
‘unauthorised absence’.

Lessons begin at 8.45am with morning tasks in 
all classrooms and as we know a prompt start in 
the mornings has huge benefits on a child’s 
learning.  Unfortunately, repeated lateness can 
mean children missing vital input required for 
the day ahead.
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Dates for the Christmas performances 

will be shared during the first week of 

term.
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THIS WEEK IN ASSEMBLY

This week we were treated to an assembly that was led by 
our year 3 pupils all about Harvest time. The children 
explained that celebrations to give thanks for a good 
harvest are held in many countries around the world. We 
learned about how children from different countries across 
the globe have been given help to ensure there is more 
food. For example, Jethro in Zimbabwe grows food in the 
school garden to help feed local families. Jethro and many 
children like him, need help from charities and organisations 
to make sure there is enough food to eat. Year 3 reminded 
us that we are lucky to live in a country where food is 
plentiful. They also encouraged us to remember all the 
farmers, food pickers and gardeners who ensure we have 
plenty to eat.
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Blue Peter Badges
Blue Peter badges are FREE and take 5 minutes to 

complete the application form. Did you know that having 

a badge gives you free entry to many family 

attractions? It's great to see the children in school 

starting to wear their badges.  Follow the link here-

How to get a Blue Peter Badge | Different types of badge | Apply 

for free | Free sunflower seeds with Blue Peter badges - CBBC - 

BBC

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/about-blue-peter-badges?scrlybrkr=62e3f064
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/about-blue-peter-badges?scrlybrkr=62e3f064
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/about-blue-peter-badges?scrlybrkr=62e3f064


Maths 
Halloween Fun

1) Tally your treats
Children enjoy playing with their treats almost as much as 
they enjoy eating them. To take advantage of this 
enthusiasm, encourage them to weigh their bounty using a 
traditional bathroom scale, count individual pieces and guess 
the amount of calories in the whole bag. They can also divide 
the treats into categories, such as chocolate, hard, soft…

2) Bake maths into the Halloween fun
As you know, cooking with kids is a treat for them, but its also 
a maths teaching opportunity for parents. Invite them into 

the kitchen to make toffee apples or a pumpkin pie, letting 
them take the lead on measuring the ingredients. To increase 
the level of difficulty, challenge them to calculate the amount 
of ingredients needed to double the recipe or introduce the 
concept of ratios. For example, what is the ratio between the 
sugar and pumpkin?

4) Rack up the repeats
Pick one of this year’s most popular costumes – witches, 
ghosts or ghouls – and keep track of how many times you 
see duplicates. You could make this a contest between a 
number of children – the winner receives bonus treats!

5) Count the cash
Between buying costumes, sweets and pumpkins, Halloween 
costs can add up. Discuss with your children how much money 
the family spends on Halloween every year, how much the 
country as a whole spends, and how money can be saved with 
acts such as trading costumes with friends.

6) Speak about spooky maths facts
Bats can consume nearly 50 percent of their body 
weight in food each night. The thread of the orb web 
spider is extremely elastic and can be stretched 30 – 
40 per cent before it breaks! Discuss these and other 
spooky maths facts.

7) Predict the popcorn
This simple but effective game is particularly fun at parties. 
Just fill a jar full of popcorn and have the children guess the 
number of individual pieces. The person closest to the 
actual amount wins a prize.

8) Marvel in the geometric genius of spider webs
Spiders use silk in their abdomens to spin geometrically 
complex creations to catch their prey. Different spiders 

produce a wide variety of shapes. Parents can print 
pictures of various webs – spiral orb webs, cobwebs, 
funnel webs, tubular webs, sheet webs and dome or tent 
webs – and discuss their similarities and differences

9) Wade into water measurement
If you plan on bobbing for apples, 
mark a line on the container 
where you want the water to 
reach. Ask the children to estimate 
how many litres of water it will 

take to reach the line.

10) Count the days until the 
Christmas holidays
Once all the treats are collected, break 

out the calendar and count the days 
until Christmas. How many months? 
How many weeks? How many days? 
This exercise is a great way to cap off 
Halloween while sneaking in one last 

maths lesson!

Enjoy!

Mrs Phelps and Mrs Rosevear 
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Rt Hon Dame Andrea Leadsom DBE MP  Christmas Card Competition  

As I have done for the last eight years, I will be holding my annual Christmas card competition amongst all the primary schools in 
South Northamptonshire and would be delighted if any of your students would like to participate.  

 The deadline for the submissions will be Monday 6th November to give us sufficient time to judge the winner and runners-up and 
then in time to get the cards printed. The cards, with the winner and two runners up printed on the front and back, are then used by 

me as my Christmas card to all my friends and colleagues, including the Prime Minister!
 

 Please let me know if your school will be taking part and please send all entries to my constituency office at:
 

 The Rt Hon. Dame Andrea Leadsom DBE MP
Victoria House,

 138 Watling Street East
 Towcester
 NN12 6BT

 
 On the back of each entry please clearly write the name of the school, the artist/student's full name and their age.

I always hold a special presentation tea party with games and a presentation of certificates for all the runners up and finalists, 
including their parent/guardian or schoolteacher, and I look forward to seeing all the entries and choosing the design for my 2021 

Christmas card.
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

If a pigeon could 

speak, what do 

you think they 

would say?
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HARVEST COLLECTION

Thank you to everyone who has 

donated food for the Hope 

Centre.

The Hope Centre came to 

collect the huge number of 

items which will make a great 

difference to many people and 

families.
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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Miss Garrard says....

Over the next few weeks, I will be going into every class 
in school to complete a 'Protective Behaviour' lesson.
I will be talking to every single child about what to do if 
they feel worried, and who they can speak to when they 
feel this way.
I will be sharing the message 'everyone has the right to 
feel safe at all times' and we will look at what are safe 
situations and unsafe situations. With some of the older 
children, we will also look at situations that are 'fun to 
feel scared', such as a roller coaster or water slide.
All children will complete their 'helping hand', which will 
help them to identify the adults they trust and can speak 
to if they need support. We will also look at our 'palm 
pals' which are things we can do to help us feel relaxed 
or positive. Finally, we will make sure we all know what 
to do in an emergency and the number to call if we need 
help. This is 999 and is something we 'keep up our 
sleeve'.
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Mental Health Support Team

This week in school the Mental Health Support Team delivered a workshop on anxiety to the parents and a sleep 
workshop for our Year 5 children. These came from feedback from the recent MHST parents’ coffee morning and 
questionnaires the children completed. Please see below some of the information which was shared by the team this 
week.

We are very much looking forward to more workshops being delivered by the team on a variety of themes to support 
the mental health and wellbeing of our children. 
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If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental health and wellbeing please speak to your 
child’s class teacher or contact Ms Cunningham or Miss Garrard in school
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World Mental Health Day: Britain Get Talking!
A different kind of homework

Mental Health has declined in almost 40% of school children (NHS Survey). That’s why 'Britain Get Talking' is setting the 
nation a different kind of homework. It’s designed to help ease our stress and reduce our anxiety by asking what's on 
our minds. Have a chat tonight or take part in ITV’s national homework exercise. You don’t need a pen or paper, but if 
you’re unsure where to start, download the task and try writing or drawing your worries on the front cover.

Click the link below to access the homework online:

https://www.itv.com/britaingettalking/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0Nj_wvPogQMVGuztCh0VkwPGEAAYASAAEgIFBPD_BwE&
scrlybrkr=07752e01

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental health or wellbeing please speak to your 
child’s class teacher or contact Ms Cunningham or Miss Garrard in school

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-england/2021-follow-up-to-the-2017-survey
https://www.itv.com/britaingettalking/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0Nj_wvPogQMVGuztCh0VkwPGEAAYASAAEgIFBPD_BwE&scrlybrkr=07752e01
https://www.itv.com/britaingettalking/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0Nj_wvPogQMVGuztCh0VkwPGEAAYASAAEgIFBPD_BwE&scrlybrkr=07752e01


We are hosting a bike marking event at location on:
Thursday 26th October between 1.30pm and 4pm at Delapre Abbey.

By marking your bike, you are helping to protect yourself and your bike against thieves and making it 
easier for your bike to be identified and returned should it be stolen.
Please bring along any bikes that you would like to be marked. You will be able to ask us about crime 
prevention for your property whilst we mark your kit.
Please don’t help create a market in which thieves can operate. Buying or passing on goods you suspect 
could be stolen is an offence. If you are offered or see something for sale on an online auction or market 
site, please take a screen grab and make a note of any site details, names or contact details and pass them 
to us via: Report | Northamptonshire Police (northants.police.uk)

https://www.northants.police.uk/ro/report/


Officers from the local Neighborhood policing team will be holding a community surgery on:

• Wed 22nd November
• Wed 20th December
Sessions run between 10am and 12pm at Hunsbury Library, Overslade Close, Northampton NN4 0RZ.

Also: A community surgery on Monday 16th October 2023 , from 12pm to 1:30pm, at Northampton 
General Hospital, South Entrance desk.

We will be on hand to listen to any concerns you have in your local community and to offer crime 
prevention advice.
Please come along to speak to your local officers about any issues of concern in your local 
community.
Everyone is welcome and it would be great to see you there.



Sports-Football

https://www.englandfootball.com/play/youth-football/weetabix-wildcats
https://www.englandfootball.com/play/youth-football/weetabix-wildcats
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

http://redefiningcuriosity.blogspot.com/2013/03/memories.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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