
Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly UpdateIssue #1Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 29th September 2023

.

Friday 29th September



Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  29th September 2023

Date Year group Event

2nd October- 

20th October

Whole School Donations for The Hope Centre- dried foods and toiletries

9th October Prospective parents for 

2024

Open evening for prospective parents of Reception children 

for September 2024 at 9:30am

13th October Whole School Short Reports to all parents and carers

17th & 19th 

October

Whole School Parents Evening

The Book Fair and Jules at Home will be in school.

18th October 

2:30pm

Year 3 Harvest Assembly Year 3 parents invited to attend

19th October Year – Reception only Parents information session 08:45am – 09:30am

Dates for your Diary



Dear Parents and Carers,

September weeks are ones where we always need to be ready for sunshine or rain and we

have had both during these first few weeks of term. It has been wonderful to see the

children happily playing on the playground and field when the weather is dry. The playtime

resources we have ensure the children are engaged and happy and our wonderful staff make

sure there are games taking place. It may be that the children are creating their own games,

reading in the outdoor classroom, playing basketball or football, climbing on the apparatus,

competing in running races or just chilling in the seating areas- whatever they choose, there

is always so much fun taking place. Wet playtimes are also exciting with boardgames, cards

games, crafts and possibly a TV programme to watch. Again, everyone is able to have fun and

relax. It is always a joy to see the children playing and having fun, whatever the weather!

Take care, enjoy the weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Mrs Fennelly
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INSPIRATIONAL MUSICIAN

Evelyn Glennie

Today we watched the percussion 

musician, Evelyn Glennie play. One 

thing that is amazing about Evelyn is 

that she is deaf and so hears the music 

as vibrations through her body.

If you'd like to watch her play, click 

here-

Bing Videos

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=evelyn%20glennie%20video&mid=69F0273437D1C262B7A369F0273437D1C262B7A3&ajaxhist=0


Please ensure you put 
your child's name 
clearly in all items that 
come into school.
We have several items 
on our lost property 
rack unnamed.
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If your child is unwell, or going to be late, please leave a 
message on our absence line, option 1, by 08:30am.  

A message must be left every day of absence.

Any episodes of sickness or diarreah an absence of 48 hours 
must be taken, please call the absence line each day.
If your child is going to be absent for another reason, please 

complete a form available from the school office or on our website.
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Are you looking for part time job?

We are looking to recruit a reliable and committed Lunchtime Supervisor to 

join our hard-working team.  The successful candidate will be able to work 

effectively as a member of the team, have excellent interpersonal skills and 

consistently support the school values and approaches.

Closing date: 13th October

Days of work: Monday – Friday

 Starting salary: Grade C, Point 2 (£20,441 FTE – pro-rata).  Hourly rate 

£10.62 (pay review pending)

Contract: Permanent, 5 hours per week (term time only – 38 weeks per 

year)

If you are interested and would like more details or would like to apply please 

email:  info@simondesenlis.org
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Mental Health Support Team

We were delighted to welcome the Northamptonshire 

Mental Health Support Team to SdS on Wednesday.  Thanks 

to all who attended.



We have started the West Hunsbury Book Club in the spring in 

order to form a nice, local book-discussion group. The aim is to 

collectively read one book per month and then discuss it in a 

meeting over a cup of coffee/tea in a nice and accessible setting 

(so far Costa in Tesco Mereway proved to be the winner). There 

are no rules set in stone, mandatory reading or mandatory 

participation to the discussion.

In order to organise the offline meetings, we use the Facebook 

group called West Hunsbury Book Club which is easy to find 

through the search option. The group is visible (anyone can find it), 

but private (only members can see what is posted in the group).

You do not need to have Facebook to join

The book we are currently reading is called The Girl with the 

Louding Voice, written by Abi Dare.

We plan to discuss it on Saturday, 14 October 2023, between 

3pm and 5pm at Costa in Tesco Mereway.



The application portal is now live 

for parents/carers to submit their 

school preferences for a 

secondary school 

place at www.westnorthants.gov.

uk/admissions

Parents have until 31 October 

2023 to apply.

Secondary School Places 2024

http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions
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HARVEST COLLECTION

We will be opening our whole 

school collection for The Hope 

Centre as part of our Harvest 

Celebration. If you would like to 

donate, please bring into school any 

dried foods or toiletries that will be 

gratefully received to support the 

homeless in Northampton.

Please bring your donations into 

school from the Monday October 

2nd.
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Please bring in your 

donations for our 

Harvest collection 

for The Hope 

Centre from Monday 

October 2nd.

Many thanks
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PRIVACY SETTINGS ON APPS

It has come to our attention that children do 

not always have private security settings on 

the apps they are using. By not being private, 

this opens children up to safeguarding 

dangers and the risk of strangers contacting 

them.

Please check that your child has their privacy 

settings on all apps they are using.
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POSTER OF THE WEEK
This week the poster 

looked at how we are all 

different and how 

wonderful it is to be an 

individual. We all celebrate 

our own individuality and 

are accepting of the 

individuality of others.
       



Officers from the local Neighborhood policing team will be holding a community surgery on:

• Thurs 26th October
• Wed 22nd November
• Wed 20th December

Sessions run between 10am and 12pm at Hunsbury Library, Overslade Close, Northampton NN4 0RZ.

We will be on hand to listen to any concerns you have in your local community and to offer crime 
prevention advice.
Please come along to speak to your local officers about any issues of concern in your local 
community.
Everyone is welcome and it would be great to see you there.
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Parents and visitors are reminded that Danes Camp and Tesco supermarket 
kindly offer free parking for dropping off and picking up your children.

The car park at school is for staff parking,
unless you have a Blue badge

Please leave our disabled bays for our disabled staff and visitors, 
access is required at all times.

Many thanks



If you would like to apply 
for this role, please 

prepare something to 
share with your class on 
Friday 6th October. 

This could be in the form 
of: 

- A poster
- A letter 

- A presentation 
- A speech 
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think. A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.







Sports- Do you like to ride a bicycle?

Northampton Bike Park has recently turned One !
Northamptonshire Sport  would like  to encourage new visitors to try 
the park. If you’ve never been before you’ll be made very welcome. Bike 
hire and coaching sessions are available, so please come and have a go.

The park has a range of trails, tracks and facilities for all the family 
from balance bikes to mountain biker.  So why not pop along and explore 
the skills area and start your cycling adventure on the 40-acre site.

Find out more by following the link
https://northamptonbikepark.org/

https://northamptonbikepark.org/
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Cunningham  and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Cunningham

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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SdS Staff Wellbeing Walk

On Saturday 23rd September the SdS team walked 12km around Pitsford Reservoir to raise 
money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. 

This walk was the start of our mission to walk 200km before October half term.
We have set up a Just Giving page and aimed to raise at least £200 for this local charity but 

we have raised £580 so far which is amazing!

If you would like to sponsor us or if you are able to share the page to help us raise our total 
the link is included below, many thanks:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/sds-200k-

wellbeingwalk?utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=page%2Fsds-200k-

wellbeingwalk&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=pfp-share



What a beautiful day we 
had for our wellbeing 
walk around Pitsford 

Reservoir!

Thank-you to our the 
wonderful families who 
have sponsored us, we 
have raised £580 so far!
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Miss Garrard says....

What is parental conflict?
It doesn't matter if you're together or separated, if arguments or disagreements between you and 
your co-parent are frequent, intense and stay unresolved then this can cause long term issues for 
the family. Children exposed to parental relationship distress are more likely to experience 
problems in later life, and as a parent it can feel isolating and difficult when every conversation 
ends with an argument. Parental conflict is not domestic abuse. It can happen whether parents are 
together or separated.

The above information is taken 
from Supporting parent relationships | 
Relate
Why not check out their website where 
they can offer lots of resources or 
workshops to support with managing 
parental conflict.

https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/supporting-parent-relationships
https://www.relate.org.uk/what-we-do/supporting-parent-relationships
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SEND and Alternative Provision Strategy 2023 – 2026
Dear Parent / Carer,

Last academic year, West Northamptonshire Council and partners held a series of events for children/young people, 
parents, carers, education, health and care colleagues and colleagues from public and private organisations to discuss 
what the priorities need to be for children and young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

In line with recent national SEND reforms combined with this feedback, we have co-produced a new SEND and 
Alternative Provision Strategy. The new strategy sets out our priorities for SEND and alternative provisions, in West 
Northamptonshire over the next three years.

We would like to invite anyone who cares for a young person aged 0 to 25 with SEND, pre and post diagnosis to the launch 
event of the SEND and Alternative Provision Strategy on Tuesday 26 September. This event is being co-hosted by students 
from Creating Tomorrow College and Northampton Parent Forum Group.

At the launch event, we will be presenting the new strategy, the priorities for SEND over the next three years and the 
plans to deliver the strategy priorities. There will also be the opportunity to attend a workshop of your choice on SEND 
and speak to our many services and partner organisations as part of the market stalls available. Please prioritise this date 
in your diary, to gain further knowledge of the new strategy and understand how everyone can contribute.
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Please see the details below of the launch event:
Venue: Icon Innovation Centre, Daventry, NN11 0QD
Date: 26 September 2023
Times:  There are two available sessions on 26 September at different times, to allow attendees to attend the session 
which is more convenient. Both sessions will have the same content.
SESSION 1: 12noon – 3pm
Or
SESSION 2: 5:30pm – 8:30pm
Each launch session will consist of:
Presentation of the new strategy
Opportunity to attend 1 workshop
Market place with stalls 

Please follow the link to book a ticket to attend the event: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/699847862797?aff=oddtdtcreator

SEND and Alternative Provision Strategy 2023 – 2026

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/699847862797?aff=oddtdtcreator




THIS WEEK IN 
ASSEMBLY

This week, Rev. 'Griff' Griffiths and his wife Rowena 

visited to deliver a harvest information assembly to help 

start our Harvest Festival celebrations.  They drew our 

attention to the amount of food available to each 

continent around the world and we realised that not 

everyone has enough food to eat.  We looked at how 

thankful we are for all we have.
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S O M E  N E W S F O R  
O U R
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