
Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly UpdateIssue #1Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 3rd February 2023

This evening is Harry Potter book night, 

why not chose your favourite book and 

enjoy a read?
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Dates for your Diary
Date Year group Event

7th February

9th February

All Parents and 

Carers

3:30pm -6:30pm Termly Learning Conference (Parent's Evening)

Book Fair & Jules at Home will be in school

10th February Whole School School closes for half term

21st February Whole School School opens for the new term

23rd February Year 2 SATs meeting 9am & repeated at 5pm

28th February Year 1 Phonics meeting 9am & repeated at 2:45pm

30th March Rowling Class Recorder performance at 9:30am

30th March Year 4 Violin and Cello performance at 2:45pm

5th May Whole School King Charles Coronation Celebrations 1:30pm-3:00pm



Dear Parents and Carers,

It is always a pleasure of mine to see how happy the children are at school, and it remains one of my

highest priorities to ensure that they remain happy and so able to learn and experience the

wonderful lessons and social experiences throughout the day. Of course, as children are learning to

read and write, they are too learning how to get along with each other and build friendships. Having

wonderful teachers, support staff and a positive inclusion team, who are able to step in and support

children, is so important, allowing children to continue to build friendships.

Next week, it is Children's Mental Health Week, with a focus on building connections and the

positive impact this has on children's and our own mental health. We know that when we have

healthy connections- to family, friends and others, it can support our positive mental health and

wellbeing. Therefore, we know how important friendships are to all our children. Our connection as

a school family and community is another way that supports our wellbeing, and I am so proud to be

a part of this strong and positive community.

I hope you have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Best wishes

Mrs Fennelly
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The Book Fair 

will be in School 

on: 7th & 9th of 

February, 

during Parents 

Evening.
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Please try to book Dentist, Doctors and 

Optician appointments outside of school 

hours.

Appointments
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School Council
Did you know...

• Each class from Year 1 –Year 6 has an elected 

representative who sits on the school council.

• The School Council meets twice every half term.

• The representatives report back to their class and 

collect ideas to take meetings.

• We are currently debating what we should organise 

for our annual summer fundraising event following 

the success of the obstacle course last year.

Coming up...

After half term, we will 

be attending a zoom 

call with the BBC's 

Political 

Journalist , Laura 

Keunsberg.
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This week is national storytelling week!

National Storytelling Week takes place every year and is a 

celebration of the power of sharing stories. Stories teach us 

about the world, they allow us to step into someone else’s 

shoes and feel empathy, they help us to relax and escape 

and they can help develop essential literacy skills.

Enjoy sharing stories together this weekend!

Reading



Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update – 3rd February 2023

Artist of the Week- Henri 

Rousseau
Henri Rousseau was a French artist who was 

born in 1844.

One of his most famous paintings is the one 

here which is called 'Surprise!'

It was one of the first jungle paintings that 

Rousseau created. In this painting the tiger is 

ready to pounce on its prey and I wonder 

who will be surprised? The tiger or the prey?

If you want to see this painting it is in The 

National Gallery in London.

Year 4 are very lucky as they will be able to 

see it when they visit the gallery later in the 

year.
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Poem of the Week-

Don't Quit!
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Inspirational Person of the Week-

Stephen Hawkings
Stephen Hawkings was one of the most influential scientists in the 

world and he was born in Oxford in 1942. He was an expert in 

space and the science of the universe. Stephen attended both 

Oxford and Cambridge universities and wrote many best-selling 

books about the universe.He became a professor of maths at 

Cambridge University. He wrote the book A Brief History of Time, 

which has sold more than 9 million copies! When he was 21, he 

found out he had motor neurone disease. This affected his speech 

and movement. Later, he used a wheelchair and spoke with a 

special computer. He controlled the computer by moving his 

cheek. 

Who was Professor Stephen Hawking? - BBC 

Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q/articles/zjkp8xs?scrlybrkr=62e3f064
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zd4dy9q/articles/zjkp8xs?scrlybrkr=62e3f064
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Musicians of the Week- The Beatles
The Beatles were an English rock band, 

formed in Liverpool in 1960, that comprised of 

John Lennon, Paul McCartney,George 

Harrison and Ringo Starr. They are regarded as 

the most influential band of all time and were 

integral to the development of 1960s 

counterculture and popular music's recognition 

as an art form. Their music has classical 

elements and traditional pop. The Beatles made 

229 songs and across the world they have sold 

over 600 million albums!
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Holland and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Holland

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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Being aware of children's mental health and well-being and being skilled to support this in school is extremely 

important to me and all the staff at school.

We know that children and adults will have times in their life when they need help and support with their mental 

health. Because of this there are many things that are in place at SDS if your child needs support-

• Ms Holland and Miss Garrad are trained Mental Health Leads.

• We have a team of staff who are also trained to support children.

• We have a dedicated room, the pod, which is calm and peaceful and where support can be delivered in a 

comfortable setting.

• All classes take part in a weekly PSHE lesson, where children develop knowledge of relationships, feelings and 

emotions.

• Children have lessons where they create their 'hand of support'- those adults who they know they can go to if 

they are feeling unhappy or worried.

• Teachers and support staff are skilled to support children on a day to day basis and know when to refer to Ms 

Holland or Miss Garrard.

• We work closely with many external professionals to support children when needed.

• Each classroom has a worry box where children can report any concerns.

• A new addition to the newsletter will be a Mental Health and Wellbeing page to offer support and guidance.

Mental Health and Wellbeing at SDS

A Message from Mrs Fennelly
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Miss Garrard says…

If you feel you require some Early 
Help Support, please feel free to 
contact me and I can see what 
support we can offer.

If you wish to speak to Early Help 
directly you can send an email 
to cfss@nctrust.co.uk



Simon de Senlis Primary – Weekly Update Issue #1Simon de Senlis Primary

Children’s Mental Health Week
6th – 12th February 2023

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week and in school the children will be taking part in a range of 

activities relating to this year’s theme of ‘Let’s Connect’. For more information about this year’s theme 

please visit the Place2Be website via: https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/families/

The week is run by children’s mental health charity Place2Be to raise awareness of the importance of 

children and young people’s mental health.

Let’s Connect is about making meaningful connections, and for Children’s Mental Health Week 2023, 

Place2Be is encouraging people to connect with others in healthy, rewarding and meaningful ways.

As parents and carers, you are an important role model to your child. How you connect with friends and 

family will influence your child, and how they develop their own friendships and relationships. For example, 

how you greet people and maintain friendships, but also how you forgive people or say sorry when you 

need to.
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What can you do to support your child? 

Here are a few simple ways you can connect with your child and help them to make meaningful 

connections.

Connect with your child in everyday ways: Moments of connection (and re-connection) are really important in 

child-caregiver relationships. For example, when you pick them up from school, or come in from work, try to give them 

your full attention and see if this helps you feel better connected as you hug, talk, smile and hear about their day.

Talk to your child about important connections: This could include talking about family members, friends, 

neighbours, childminders or people in the local community. Children learn a lot from their parents about how to express 

their feelings, including the joy that comes with feeling connected to others and the sadness that comes with missing 

others.

Find time to connect as a family: Family life can become busy and stressful, so it’s important to find some time where 

you connect together. This could include simple things like cooking, watching a film, playing a game, going to the park or 

even doing the family shop together.

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your 

child’s class teacher or contact Ms Holland or Miss Garrard in school





Members of the police community 

will be offering security marking for 

your bicycles
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Save the Date-

King Charles Coronation 

Celebrations Friday May 5th 

1:30pm-3:00pm
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Thunk of the week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

If you could only have 

one of these, which 

would you choose?

Strength or Speed?



In assembly this week



White Rose Maths have introduced a FANTASTIC FREE App called 1 – Minute Maths that you can download from the App Store or Google 
Play.  
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Information for Year 5 Parents of children with SEND
IASS Northants information events

Dear Parents and Carers, IASS Northants will be holding their 
secondary school transfer seminars for parents of children
with SEND (with or without EHC Plans). 
These are open to families in both North and 
West Northamptonshire. Please see below for more information.
The first sessions are held in January -
to book please visit: https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb

For more information please
contact Ms Holland or
Mrs Haigh via the school.

https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb


Sports – Rugby The six nation Rugby tournament begins this weekend.

So, get ready for some fabulous displays of passing and throwing skills.

When to watch; Sat, 4 Feb Wales vs Ireland ,England vs Scotland.
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Why not try these practice drills and improve your throwing skills.
https://youtu.be/TVdt5quioaI
Enjoy and stay active.

Miss Bland

https://youtu.be/TVdt5quioaI
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Abington Museum



The Community Fridge is located at the Abbey 

Centre.This is open Tuesday and Friday 10.30-12 pm and 

Friday 4-5:30pm.They require a £1 donation.





This may be of 

interest to you-

Take a look at this 

course- English for 

Speakers of Other 

Languages









3 R D  F E B R U A R Y  
2 0 2 3

S O M E  
N E W S F O R  

O U R C H I L D R E N

It is Yorkshire pudding 

day

on Sunday, yummy!
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