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Dates for your Diary

Date Year group Event

2nd February All Parents and 

Carers

Short Reports Out to Parents

3rd February Year 6 Year 6 Trip to Parliament, London

7th February

9th February

All Parents and 

Carers

3:30pm -6:30pm Termly Learning Conference (Parent's Evening)

Sign up for your slot from Monday Jan 9th at 6pm

10th February Whole School School closes for half term

Tuesday 21st 

February

Whole School School open for the new term



Dear Parents and Carers,

It was wonderful to see the school turn into a Shakespeare showcase today and to see

every child full of joy and pride at the wonderful work they have produced. Welcoming you

and your family to this event was such a privilege and it was lovely to speak to so many of

you and see how proud you were of your child/children. In addition, it has been delightful to

see the enormous sense of pride that each child has had from their hard work and their

superb pieces of work.

We were also lucky to welcome the CEO of our trust (NPAT) Julia Kedwards, and the

trust Education Lead, Anna Carter to the showcase, they too were astounded by the high

attainment level of writing and artwork across school.

I am so proud of the whole school for their commitment and their enjoyment that has filled

the classrooms during our Romeo and Juliet unit. Seeing the happiness and pride from

children and families today was a perfect end to the unit.

I hope you have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.

Best wishes

Mrs Fennelly
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Poster of the Week

This week we shared 

how fantastic the 

children have been 

during our three-week 

Shakespeare unit. Their 

work has been 

outstanding, and they 

have learnt so much.

We are so proud of 

everyone!
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School Mental Health Leads
Ms Holland and Miss Garrard are the Mental Health Leads at Simon de Senlis

If you have any worries or concerns about any aspect of your child’s mental wellbeing please speak to your child’s class 
teacher or contact us in school.

Hannah Garrard

Family Support Worker
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider

Laura Holland

Inclusion Leader
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mental Health First Aider
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Being aware of children's mental health and well-being and being skilled to support this in school is extremely 

important to me and all the staff at school.

We know that children and adults will have times in their life when they need help and support with their mental 

health. Because of this there are many things that are in place at SDS if your child needs support-

• Mrs Holland and Miss Garrad are trained Mental Health Leads.

• We have a team of staff who are also trained to support children.

• We have a dedicated room, the pod, which is calm and peaceful and where support can be delivered in a 

comfortable setting.

• All classes take part in a weekly PSHE lesson, where children develop knowledge of relationships, feelings and 

emotions.

• Children have lessons where they create their 'hand of support'- those adults who they know they can go to if 

they are feeling unhappy or worried.

• Teachers and support staff are skilled to support children on a day to day basis and know when to refer to Mrs 

Holland or Miss Garrard.

• We work closely with many external professionals to support children when needed.

• Each classroom has a worry box where children can report any concerns.

• A new addition to the newsletter will be a Mental Health and Wellbeing page to offer support and guidance.

Mental Health and Wellbeing at SDS

A Message from Mrs Fennelly
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Miss Garrard says…

Are you a parent of a child who is struggling to manage their 
well-being and mental health? The Lowdown offers a drop-
in session for parents to offload, learn strategies to support 
their child further and meet other parents in the same 
situation.

Check out their website, as they also offer support for 
children too.
Emotional Wellbeing | The Lowdown | Support Young 
People

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like some 
further information or support.

https://thelowdown.info/drop-ins/
https://thelowdown.info/drop-ins/
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Miss Garrard says…
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A good visual to help you support your child’s wellbeing

Imagine that every child’s emotional wellbeing was like a cup that needed to be filled – with affection, love, security and 
attention. Some children might seem to have a full cup most of the time or know ways to help them refill this. However, 
some children might need a little adult support to help them do this and most children will get a little nervous when their 
cup is running empty and can display this in a lot of different ways as highlighted above. 
You might like to explore with your child ways in which you can both ensure their cup is topped up each day to help keep 
their emotional wellbeing (and yours) as healthy as it can be.
Ms Holland ☺





Members of the police community 

will be offering security marking for 

your bicycles
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Reading Developing phonic knowledge is the 

first stage of reading and reading 

fluency. These skills develop from 

Reception into Year 3. Did you know 

that the school has a membership to 

PhonicsPlay that you and your child can 

use at home for free? Log into Phonics 

Play using the username and password 

below and go to resources to play 

phonics games with your child:

Website: PhonicsPlay

Username: simonde

Password: simonde

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Whole School RSC Showcase

This morning we welcomed Parents and 

Carers to see their child's writing and art 

outcomes from the end of our whole 

school unit on Shakespeare's Rome and 

Juliet. It was amazing!

Please see the work from across school 

on the sway below-

https://sway.office.com/xaHjQk15vfXMK

W8V?ref=Link
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Anti-bullying Ambassadors
Our Year 5 Ambassadors met this week to share 

their ideas to ensure that any children who need 

help with friendships or someone to play with 

know where to find support.

They have carefully chosen prominent places 

around school to display their posters and 

messages. Over the next fortnight, they will design 

and share their ideas across school.

This campaign is part of the wellbeing aspect of 

The Diana Award to support peers in school.
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Artist of the Week- Henry 

Moore

Henry Moore was a British artist and sculptor. He 

produced many large sculptures which became 

more abstract over the years. His sculptures are 

often of people and one of his recurring pieces is 

the reclining figure. His sculptures are very large 

and often placed in natural outdoor environments, 

usually made in bronze. Henry wanted his 

sculptures to be outside and he wanted people to 

walk all around them and touch the surface of the 

bronze. Did you know that there is sculpture by 

Henry Moore in ST Matthews Church in 

Northampton? It is called Madonna and Child.
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Contact Details

Please remember to email the school office if, over 

the holidays, there have been changes to your:

• Circumstances

• Phone number

• Address

• Email 

info@simondesenlis.org

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Thunk of the week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.

Do animals think 

things are funny?



In assembly this week



1. Learning basic times tables will make it easier to learn more challenging ones – for example if children know their 3 times 
tables, they will be able to work out their 6 times tables by doubling the answer.

2. When children frequently, successfully recall their times tables they will grow in confidence, which will not only help them 
tackle more challenging maths problems, but will help to keep them motivated and engaged across other subjects too.

3. Multiplication underpins many other aspects of mathematics such as algebra, division and fractions – an early 
understanding of multiplication will help children right up to GCSE level and beyond.

4. Recalling times tables improves memory skills, which is a transferrable skill that will help children throughout school and 
into adult life.

5. Children will find it easier to solve maths problems and to do mental arithmetic if they have already memorised their times 
tables.

6. Children will find maths exams less daunting as they will be assured in their ability to recall times tables. This means that
when tackling more challenging maths problems they can easily recall and apply their existing knowledge whilst focusing on 
the question.

7. Multiplication is used day to day throughout adulthood, whether it’s working out price reductions, doubling recipes or 
splitting bills!



Sports – It's a Hit
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It's a Hit

Why not try this 
team game and 
practice your 
throwing skills. Be 
creative and make 
up some rules and 
scoring system.

Enjoy and stay 
active.

Miss Bland
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Information for Year 5 Parents of children with SEND
IASS Northants information events

Dear Parents and Carers, IASS Northants will be holding their 
secondary school transfer seminars for parents of children
with SEND (with or without EHC Plans). 
These are open to families in both North and 
West Northamptonshire. Please see below for more information.
The first sessions are held in January -
to book please visit: https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb

For more information please
contact Ms Holland or
Mrs Haigh via the school.

https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb
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Abington Museum
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Abington Museum



The Community Fridge is located at the Abbey 

Centre.This is open Tuesday and Friday 10.30-12 pm and 

Friday 4-5:30pm.They require a £1 donation.













This may be of 

interest to you-

Take a look at this 

course- English for 

Speakers of Other 

Languages



2 7 T H  J A N U A R Y  
2 0 2 3

S O M E  
N E W S F O R  

O U R C H I L D R E N







https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
https://twitter.com/helppicture
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
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https://twitter.com/helppicture
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss



