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Dates for your Diary

Date Year group Event

16th January Year 6 9:00am SATs information session

27th January All Parents and 

Carers

9:00am-9:30am RSC Open Morning- come and see your child's showcase 

piece from the Romeo and Juliet unit.

2nd February All Parents and 

Carers

Short Reports Out to Parents

3rd February Year 6 Year 6 Trip to Parliament, London

7th February

9th February

All Parents and 

Carers

3:30pm -6:30pm Termly Learning Conference (Parent's Evening)

Sign up for your slot from Monday Jan 9th at 6pm

10th February Whole School School closes for half term

Tuesday 21st 

February

Whole School School open for the new term



Dear Parents and Carers,

The new term has definitively started with enthusiasm across school and it has been a jam

packed week! We have started 10 week music tuition units on recorders and strings (violins and

cellos) in Year 3 and 4. Silhouette drama company have been in school working with Year 5 (and

will return next week to continue) on the development of the understanding the characters and

the plot within Romeo and Juliet. Clubs have begun each day and it is wonderful for there to still

be a buzz around school right up until 4:15pm. All classes have continued to deepen their

understanding of Romeo and Juliet and the children are now beginning to plan, prepare and

create their final showcase pieces. The engagement within each class is always such a wonderful

thing to experience, as the children continue to develop their learning; finding out new things,

learning new skills and deepening their knowledge. Our staff and children are amazing and as

always, it is a pleasure to be at school each day!

Huge thanks for your continued support in this learning journey. I hope you have a lovely

weekend and I look forward to seeing you all on Monday.

Best wishes

Mrs Fennelly
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Parents Evening / TLCs

Termly Learning Conferences (TLCs) on:
Tuesday February 7th and Thursday February 9th from 3:30pm -6:30pm.

Please note that Dahl class will have their TLCs on Tuesday January 17th and 
Thursday January 19th from 2:00pm-5:00pm due to Mrs Harris going on 

maternity leave.

To book your appointment please type the following into your 
browser:

https://simondesenlisorg.schoolcloud.co.uk/

https://simondesenlisorg.s
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Reception class September 2023

Closing dates for applications is this Sunday 15th January.

Please note: If your child has a sibling in Simon de Senlis school you 
must still apply for a place. There is no automatic allocation.
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Poster of the Week

In a world where you can be 

anything, be kind. This is the message 

we shared today across all 

classrooms. Kindness is so important 

from the simple hello in a morning, 

to a friendly smile to a grand gesture 

of help. It continues to be important 

to always to be kind to each other 

and to ourselves.
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Reading We know from research that the more a 
child reads, the easier it is for them to 
learn. Keep sharing books and reading 
with your child even when they become 
a confident reader, it really will make 
a difference.
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Whole School Shakespeare 

Unit

Do you want to find out more 

about William Shakespeare?

Follow the link below-

About Shakespeare | Royal 

Shakespeare Company 

(rsc.org.uk)

https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/shakespeare/
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Whole School 

RSC Showcase

Please come and see your 

child's writing and art 

outcomes at the end of our 

whole school unit on 

Shakespeare's Rome and Juliet.

Date: Friday January 27th

Time: 9:00am-9:30am
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Musician of the Week

Errolyn Wallen

Errollyn Wallen is a multi, award-winning Belize-born British 

composer and performer. Her prolific output includes twenty-two 

operas and a large catalogue of orchestral, chamber and vocal works 

which are performed and broadcast throughout the world. She was 

the first black woman to have a work featured in the Proms. Errollyn 

composed for the opening ceremony of the Paralympic Games 2012, 

for the Queen’s Golden and Diamond Jubilees, a specially 

commissioned song for the climate change conference, COP 26, 

2021, and a re-imagining of Jerusalem for BBC’s Last Night of the 

Proms 2020.

Errollyn was awarded an MBE in 2007 in the Queen’s Birthday Honours and 

a CBE in 2020 in the New Year Honours, for services to music.

Errollyn lives and composes in a Scottish lighthouse.

Did you know that one of our rooms is school is named after Errolyn

Wallen?
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Artist of the Week-

Vincent Van Gogh

Vincent Van Gogh was a Dutch artist who lived from 

1853-1890. Throughout his life he painted hundreds of 

paintings, often going back and repeating the same theme 

or using the same colour. Some of these common themes 

were self-portraits, the countryside around where he 

lived and one of his most famous paintings is of a vase of 

sunflowers. Did you know that he painted 12 different 

sunflower pictures? He loved to share how he was feeling 

by the colours he used in his paintings and so many of his 

works are either blues and purples or yellows and reds. 

During his lifetime, he only sold one painting, however 

today, Van Gogh's paintings are some of the most 

expensive ever sold, selling for millions of pounds.
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Poem of the Week
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Inspirational Person of the Week

Max Woosey

Max has camped out every night, in his tent, for two years and he has raised 

£700,000 for charity. He started when he was 10 and he is now 12. Amazing!!
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Contact Details

Please remember to email the school office if, over 

the holidays, there have been changes to your:

• Circumstances

• Phone number

• Address

• Email 

info@simondesenlis.org

mailto:info@simondesenlis.org
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Thunk of the week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think.A beguiling question about everyday things 

that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a whole new light.



IN ASSEMBLY 
THIS WEEK
This week we reminded ourselves of some of 

the values that are held dear in Britain. We 

thought, not only about what the values are, 

but what they mean and how we see these 

values in our everyday lives.



At Simon de Senlis, we want our children to be competent mathematicians, eager to engage with new concepts and ideas, 
and able to apply their mathematical skills in a variety of contexts with confidence. In order to achieve this, children need
to have a secure understanding of key mathematical concepts and skills. Mathematical talk is essential to develop 
children’s understanding of mathematics. Purposeful talk can clarify, refine and extend understanding of important 
mathematical language and concepts.

Here are our 3 top tips for encouraging fun mathematical talk and play at home… 

Tip 1: Invent throwing and scoring games 
Inventing throwing and scoring games leaves endless possibilities for mathematical 
thinking. When first playing games, you might notice that someone wins a lot and 
younger siblings might be at a disadvantage. This can be sorted out in lots of ways –
maybe they get to throw from a shorter distance? Or perhaps they have different balls 
to throw, are allowed to throw under arm, are allowed to bounce it? Or only have to hit 
the target?
How does it encourage mathematical talk?
The conversations will involve lots of talk about fairness. When talking about fairness, 
we might be talking about chance, things being likely, unlikely, 50/50 (even 
chance) or impossible. You might also talk about your strategies of keeping score out 
loud. Sharing your thinking about how you work with numbers helps children develop 
their own strategies and notice that there are many ‘right’ ways to work with numbers.



Tip 2: Create a height chart (This is a classic but still a good idea which can sometimes be forgotten!)

How does this get them thinking?
By marking height on the wall, we are using direct comparison. There is no need for standard units (metres and centimeters) at this point.
Later, children might want to share their record of heights with a friend or family member. If you try this out together, you might notice during your 
conversation that a photo doesn’t reveal enough information about the heights marked on the wall. Here, we need a standard measure which others 
can also work with! We introduce standard measures (meters and centimeters) when we need to communicate our mathematics with someone.
Once you mark meters and centimeters on your chart, then you might also draw on or mark sports stars (Serena Williams 1.75m, Lionel Messi 1.70m) 
or even interesting animal sizes (adult ostrich 2.7m, pet rabbit 35cm).
How does it encourage mathematical talk?
There is lots of mathematical language here. The conversation is one about size, and about height. Your conversation might use language like taller, 
shorter, difference, fast, slow, more, less, the same.



Tip 3: Enjoy playing board games and maths games! 
There are many fun board games that integrate deeper mathematical thinking and mathematical talk into the 
gameplay. These games help children develop skills such as multi-step problem-solving, spatial reasoning, pattern 
recognition, resource management and much more.

Number Rumbler is a great maths game that we use in school. 

We hope that you have fun! 



The Winter Reading Challenge is back!

After the success of the Summer Reading Challenge, the Winter Mini Challenge 
has arrived.

The challenge runs from: 1 December 2023 – 20 February 2023

The Winter Mini Challenge is an online-only challenge that encourages children 
to keep up their reading over the winter holidays.

To take part, sign up at www.wintermini.org.uk

Set a reading goal and log your books on your profile.

Read three books to unlock a virtual badge and a special certificate!

You’ll find cool do-it-at-home experiments, new reading activities and content 
from the best children’s authors and illustrators, games and other goodies right 

here on our online platform.

You can also look on Facebook for some

fun competitions!
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http://www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk


Sports
Date for your diary Northamptonshire Schools County Cross Country 

Championships are on Saturday 21st January 2023 @ Abington Park, 
Northampton. 

Two of our talented athletes from year 5 & 6 will be competing so why not hop along 
and see some skilled runners race around the park and give them your support.

If you are interested in joining an athletics club, then why not check out these 
websites for details of how to get involved. Miss Bland.

https://randnac.org/
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Information for Year 5 Parents of children with SEND
IASS Northants information events

Dear Parents and Carers, IASS Northants will be holding their secondary school transfer seminars for parents of children 
with SEND (with or without EHC Plans). These are open to families in both North and West Northamptonshire. Please see 
below for more information. The first sessions are held in January - to book please visit: https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb

For more information please
contact Ms Holland or
Mrs Haigh via the school.

https://tinyurl.com/4vb728rb
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Abington Museum
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Wellbeing Festival January 2023 – Delapré

Wellbeing (delaprewellbeing.co.uk)

https://delaprewellbeing.co.uk/?page_id=961
https://delaprewellbeing.co.uk/?page_id=961






The Community Fridge is located at the Abbey 

Centre.This is open Tuesday and Friday 10.30-12 pm and 

Friday 4-5:30pm.They require a £1 donation.







This may be of 

interest to you-

Take a look at this 

course- English for 

Speakers of Other 

Languages





S O M E  N E W S  
F O R  O U R  

C H I L D R E N

1 3 T H  J A N U A R Y  
2 0 2 3
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